District

The following policy has been revised:

4112.8/4212.8 Nepotism has been updated again because of newly released Ethics Commission advisory opinions.  Only the section titled Board Member/Chief School Administrator Participation in Negotiations was revised.
The following policy and exhibit have been newly added:

5141.22 Medical Marijuana policy is required for compliance with the new law P.L. 2015, c.158.  This new law requires a board to permit the administration of medical marijuana to a registered student by a registered primary caregiver. The school nurse does not administer this medication and this medication cannot be stored on school property. 

P.L. 2015, c.158 requires that the school district establish protocols for verifying the registration status and ongoing authorization concerning the medical use of marijuana for the student and the parent, guardian, or primary caregiver.  Despite this directive, school districts are not authorized by the law or supporting regulations (N.J.A.C.  8:64-1.1 et seq.) to receive verification of the registration status from the NJDOH for the student authorized to use medical marijuana or the primary caregivers authorized to assist in the administration of medical marijuana. Therefore, it is unclear whether or not the NJDOH will verify the registration status of the student and/or the primary caregiver upon district request. Accordingly, it is recommended that the district obtain consent from the parents and primary caregiver for the release of medical marijuana registry information.  Exhibit – a sample consent to release form for verification of registration status is provided.
Upon Request – It is within the authority of the board to ensure controlled and dangerous substances are not used illegally on school grounds, on school buses or at school sponsored activities. P.L. 2015 c. 158 grants boards of education the ability to authorize the medicinal use of marijuana on school grounds, on a school bus, or during a board-approved event, provided that such use is consistent with law and board policy. If the board wishes to create additional protocols above the legal minimum to verify the registration status and ongoing authorization, a modified policy version is available upon request that contains additional discretionary protocols for checking registration cards and encouraging the development of an individualized health care plan.  Please contact jharkness@njsba.org to receive this modified version.   
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In the "marked up" file, the added content is shaded gray to indicate the additional content. Content that needs to be deleted is marked with strikethrough.
These are model policies and do not contain district specific content that you may have added to your policy.

Directions:

1. Open the policy and insert your district’s name and city; and
2. Compare your original policy to the NJSBA revision and add your district specific content and policy history.
NOTE: Please notify us if any of your contact information has changed or you wish to add additional contacts to the Policy Alert listserv.

If you have any questions please call (609) 278-5268 or email jharkness@njsba.org. 
